
“When I first heard about the project I was just really excited about the opportunity. I’d been wanting to do something like 
this for a while but with a small child it’s not really possible. My only concerns were about the logistics of being able to 
arrange the childcare and transport that would allow me to attend.

My first impressions were that the people were very friendly, warm and welcoming. I hadn’t had many recent opportunities 
to socialise and meet new people so it was a really good experience for me.  I felt the project was well designed for people 
like me to get more experience of horticulture but also just have new experiences in general and feel that they are part 
of something. There was a lot of understanding within the project of how to help me to participate, and that they were 
sympathetic to my circumstances. 

I am particularly enjoying learning about how different plants can be grown and propagated and the details of the plant 
care regimens. I am also really interested in the ways in which vegetables can be produced on a commercial scale and 
learning more about how the business works. It has enabled me to think more about my goal of becoming a grower in a 
market garden and how I can achieve this.

I am also enjoying learning skills that I could use for volunteering in the community e.g. for setting up a school vegetable 
garden. It’s nice to feel more confident about what I have to offer in terms of my skills.

I feel more happy and confident. I like the feeling of achievement at the end of the day and the interesting and inspiring 
conversations I’ve had with a mix of different people. The project hasn’t just given me practical skills, it has also helped me 
to feel part of something again, and that has made me very happy.

I feel more confident about my future prospects now. I would like to go on to undertake more training and get more work 
experience so that I can work in a market garden in the future.

I would say to someone else to please come along! The key thing is that you shouldn’t feel like there are barriers to you 
coming because Eves Hill Veg Co will work with you to sort them out. They make it possible that you can forget all your 
other responsibilities for one day a week, which is great! It really helped me that the funding was immediately available so 
that cash flow was not an issue.”
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